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The U,S.S, CHEMUNG {40-30) began her Naval Career on July 3, 1241, at the
Brooklyn Navy Yard, when she first broke her commission pennant under the
command of Commander F. T. SPELiMAN, U.S, Nevy., She is a converted mershant
tanker, the ex-Esso 4nnepolis, and wes puichased from the Standsrd 0il Company
of New Jersey to augment the Floci's smell tanker forcc which wes hard prossed
to supply the insatiablc appetite for oil of an ovor inercasing Navy,

So desperate was the need for o tankor of lher size ond speed, she was sent
to sea only ten days efter commissioning, her totel armement then consisting
of two 50 celibre mochinc guns. From that timo until the day pcace wss de-
clared throughout the world she was newver idle;sumrying from the loading
ports of the iexican Gulf to rendezvous at sos with the atlantic Fleet which
was guarding the lifelines to England, Russia and Africe,

In #l1, she crossed the sub-infested Novth Atlantic twenty-cight times,
sometines in convoy, someotires with only one cscori, and on one occasion, in
dpril 1942, one of the derkest moments of the submarine warfare, she méde &
round trip alone to Iceland, dependent solely uvon her high speed and the
viglance of her gun crews for safety, »

The U.5.S. CHEMUNG (A0-30)participated in the North African invasion of
1942, and was attached to the task forces effecting the invasions of Sicily,
4dnzio and Southern Frence. 4&s a fitting reward for her long rocord of
efficioney and dependebility, sho was seloctod as the tenker to fuel the late
Pr681dant Roosevelt's speedy convoy on his trip to the conference at Yalta

in 1942,

In her yeers of servico of the Nevy, her log roads likc a Cooke's Tours
Englend, Scotlend, Ipeland, Algiers, Gran, Casablanca, the Azores,
Bermuda, Cuba, &rubas, New Foundland, Nova Scotia, Peneme, the Ceroline Islends,
Okinawa, Japen, Formosa, Hong Kong, &rabia, Guam, Kwsjclein, Midway, Pearl
Harbor and finally Korea, In ell she had by 1946 hauled 174,300 000 gallons
of fuel to the Floet,,and in so doing ammasscd & grand total of 257,497 miles
over eight different occans and seas, a distance groater than that to the

moon,

Although she traveled constantly in combet waters, in only one instance
was she seriously damaged. On 21 &ugust 1942, before the country's rader
production was sufficient to equip the entire fleet, the USS BUCK's stern
wag sliced off in a collision, é&nother destroyer in the convoy, the U.S.S.
INGRAHAM, in rushing in to pick up survivors, wes rammed by the CHEMUNG.

The INGRAH&M blew up and senk @lmost immediatcly. The CHEMUNG wes set afire
and although carrying a full load of explosive cargo did not blow up and by
perfectly coordinated demage control parties, coupled with some smart ship
hendling, the fire wos extinguished without the loss of a single life, With
30 feet of her bow blown off, shc mancged to teke the U.S,S. BUCK in tow and
proceeded to the Boston Navy Yerd to be refitted for wor,

After compiling enenviable record in the Atlantic she was transferrédilo
the Pacific Fleet and, at the same time, started on a voyage which was to take
her completely sround the world in the ensuing five months. The capituvlation
of the Nipponese found her in Pacific Weter,
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She wag attached to & service squadron enggged in occupational duty in
the Japanese home waters when ordered to the United States in company with
the U.S.,5. CALIFORNIA,: . U,.3,S, TERYE3SLE end six destroysrs on & good will
victory voyege. This included four dsy sojourns in Singapore, Colombo,
Ceylon end Capetown, South Africa. Seiiing from Wekenoura Wan, Jepen on
October 15, 1945, the trip was completed in fifty two days, terminating in
Norfolk, Virginia, Docember 6, 1945, - ,

Her return to Nerfolk msrked.the end of her globe-girdling tour-after
covering 31027 miles through ten different oceans and seas in 142 days, be-
coming one of the first vessels of the U.S. Navy to completely circle the
globe since the cruise of the Great White Flect at the turn of the century.

Upon return to &tlantic duty she was given & richly deserved holiday
period in Baltimors, Maryland enabling the crew to enjoy their first holiday
season at home since the beginning of the wer,

During the years 1946, 1947 ard most parts of 1948 the CHEMUNG served
in tho Atlantic Fleet as & Flcet tanker, Livch of tho time was spent recoive

-ing well needed ropeirs, but alse during this time she osteblished an on-

viable roecord ss a fleet oilser,

In the latter paft of 1948 she was sent to the Liediterrmmesn Sea to
serve with the Lieditewranssn Fleet, as pert of the Sixth Task Force, During

‘her tour of about six months, serving the Sixth Tesk Force the CHEMUNG visited

new places such as: MNeples, Italy; Paleum Bay, Grocce; Augusie, Sicily; Gibral-
ter; Cyprus; Tripoli, Lybia, Piroaus, Gresce; und Golfe Jusn, Frunce,

after thé sbove tour of duty in the iioditorvenesn she wes transforred-to
Norfolk, Virginia for o well nevdcd overhsul. She was lator set to operate
off the coasts of Groenlend, Lsbrador, Hova Scotie and New Foundlend,

In 1950 the CHEMUNG wes transferred to the Pacific Fleet, starting a
voyege that took her through the Panama Canal, where she spent a short time
before .departing for the West Coast. On 3 July 1950 she was decommissioned
and made part of the Pacific Reserve Floet a% Sen Diego, California,

Shortly after the outbreak of the Korean War, the CHEMUNG was again
called bock to duty, breaking her recommissioning pennant on the lst day of
Dedember 1950 under the command of Commander George G, MOLUMPHY, U.S. Navy.

Departing for Japan early in 1951 she ran into & typhoon. Due to the
vigilance and slertiess of her crew, she sustained only minor demeges. 4 fire
broke out on her mein switchbosrd in the engine room, but was extinguished
after a short time. Arriving in Japan she was in need of repairs to the
Switchboard ond after spending a few weeks in Yokosuka, Jopsn, she was sent
back to the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard at Bremerton, Washington for overhaul;
and in mid 1951 she was sent to Korcan weters, There she wes attached to a
service squadron which was cngaged in supporting the United Nations Forces
against the Communists in Korea.

While rendering services to the United Nations ships off the shores of
Korea she earned an enviesble reputetion as a replenishment ship, She was
well known. for speed, efficiency and alertness during refueling operations
with the United Nations ships.
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In the latter part of 1951 she was sent to Fbrnoesa, to act se 2 stalticn
ship for the blockading forces of Formnsa against tlhie Chinesc Moinlind. She
was then sent to Hong Kong, B.C G., for a four doy stay. Leaving Hong Kong
she again returned to Japan and Horecun vweters to continue her surv1cn to tha

United Nations Foroes.

after completing her tour with {the United Nations Forces in the Korean
area, she started on voyage that &gein vould teke hoer clmost around the world.
Sent to Ras Tanure, érabla for 2 lond of ccrgo, which was off lozded in Guen,
sho then prccoeded to San Pedro, Celifornia, via Pouarl Hertor.

4ifter spending a short time in the Long Boach Naval Shipysrd, she was

-again sent to tho Far Esst in the latter part of June 1952, where she again

renderod invalusble support to the United Nations Porcees operating off the coast
of North Korea, In Novembor 1952 she was sent to Formosa to refuel ships
oporating with the Noutrality Patrol and sent Thanksgiving in Hong Kong, B.C.C.

In February 1953 she started on the return voyage to Sen Pedro, Californis
having pumped nearly 27,500,000 galions of fuel to ships of the Seventh Fleei
on 292 different occaslons and steaming over 40,000 miles durilng her stay in

the Far East,

Upon her arrival in the United States, she underwent & much necded oveor-
haul at Mere Island Naval Shipyerd, Vallejo, California, Upcn completion of
overhaul, shortly after the cessetion of hostilities in Korea, the CHEMUNG
sailed to Pearl Harbor, T.H, where sho spent ¢ two month period delivering
her valueble corgo to the Mid Pedific Islands, She arrivod in the Fer East
in November 1953 to begin her fourth tour of duty in Korean Wators,

Arrivel Jepan for the 1953~54 Asiatie tour merked the beginning of a
series of cold-wsr crises that kept the CHEMUNG busy in her logistic support

activities for the next two years,

The early truce days in Korea were uneasy ones. Task Forece 77 was on
gusrd in full strength and their necds for potroleum products continued
undiminished. The CHEUNG resumed the difficult operating schedule of Korean
war days, broken only by assignmont to the Formosa potrol protecting the newly
aggrossive Netionalist Chinese,

Trouble in Indo Chinz in carly &pril 1954 hrcught tho CHELUNG to the
Philippine oper&tlng orca vie Hong Kong., 4 short period of repﬁenishment for
the U.S, Forces in the South China Sea ended with relief end return of the
CHEMUNG to thé United States in ley 1954,

Mogt of the summer's "rest and reereation' period was spent ﬁorking on
underway training of othor ships and partieipation in fleet cxercises,

Hoading for Sesebo, Japan in early September 1954 the ship was rerouted
in midwocean to Subic Bay, P.I. to bring hor cargo to the still active indo-
China emergency area. & return visit, to invcsion threatcned Formosa, in .
middle November, ended thc southern phase and the CHEUUNG proceeded north to
winter in Sasebo, Jepan with one emergency trip tc Pusan, Korca.

4 month in Japan was devoted to sghip improvements. In late January the
CHELUNG moved south again under secret orders to bscome the flagship of the
logistic support unit in the evacuation of the Tachen Islends. During the 19
days of operation the CHEMUNG had 74 ships slongside.

. | |
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st11l remaing visible scars of the hgv’oc c:peated-,by the bombs,

The 1954=55 erufse ended with a weeks.visit in Hong Kong, retwrning to -

_ the West Coast of the United States, via Pearl Harbor in lste March,

~ The ship spent two weeks in ber home port of Long Beach, with the arew -

' -rénewing"acquairrtances with their farmdilios, And then departed for a mueh _
‘needed overhaul in the San Francisco area, Late July found the CHEMUNG operw

ating again with the Underway Training Commend in the lLong Boach-San Diego. = .
area, In early October 1955 she was again deployed to the Western Pacifie for

~ a tour of duty, ..

.. The 1955-56 oruise was rather unevemtful and ended in April of 1956

- with the ship having completed all missions assigned by Commander Seventh

Fleet, and having visited for a brief stay the ports of Sasebo, Kobe, and

- Yokosuka, 4n Japan; Kaohsiung, Tiawen; Subie Bay, snd Manila Boy, in the -

Phillppine Islands and a visit of five days in Hong Kong, |
,Re'ﬁl#‘hing_to her home part of Long -Béa'eh, California in April of 1956, c

~the GHEMUNG operated throughout the summer months in the Long Beach, San Diego
" area with the various units of the Underway Treining Commad. The summer tour

was rather uneventful with the exeception that in July, permission was -

. obtalned from the Secretary of the Navy to conduct a eruise of one day . .
duratlion, with the wives of the crew members on board, The CHEMUNG left - -

port at 0830 hours and proceeded to sea, While at sea, various drills were
conducted including the refueling of ancther vessel, with the wives accompany-
ing their husbands to their stations, The ship returned to her home port at .
1600 hours with overyone thoroughly enjoying the day, The wives commented that
vhey. fulb that they had a better understanding of the needs of the service = -
and of the work being accomplished by their husbands. - IRRRR

 Barly in October of 1956, the GHEMUNG again departed. from her home port

for @ tour of duby in the Western Pacifie, Her first stop was st Yokosuka,
_Japan for a brief period of five days. During this period crew members visited
Tokyo, Japan and meny of the surrounding areas, with some very good snap shots

being taken of the Emperor's Pglage ond the Brnie Pyle Memorial, and of gm#‘se-. '

* shopping for souvenirs et the famous Jopamese Ginsza, = -

Upon ‘departing Yokoguka, the CHEMUNG participaded. 1in operations with

" various units of the fleet, entering Subie Harbar in the Philippine Islande

in early December, Here plans were made to visit the c¢ity of Bagglo: whio
1les in the mountains, approximstely midway between Menile and Suble, .

- Uxfortunately these plans had te.bé cancelled due to a series of three-'typhoon'-e:

coming in succession which necessitatoed shipping in the harbor to pub -to sea,
Christmasg of 1956 found the USS CHEMUNG in the harbor of Sasebo, Japan, Older
members of the crew were well familiar with the city of Sasebo, as it was .
used extensively by Service Force vessels during the Korean Pylice Action,

" For the older hands i1t was a period of rencwing old friendships end aequalnt~.
eneces, For the younger members, there were tours to the Pearl Farms and the

Pottery Factory at Arita, Japmn. -Tn addition, the ship sponsored tws tours to

' Nagesaki, Japan, the site of the first atom bombs to be used in war, Here, . -

in spite of the tremendous recuperative powers of the Japenese people the;-e -




R New Years Day of 195'7 found tile GHEMUNG riding at ‘anchor in the harborf
" of Kobe, Japan; ' The city of Kobe and the surrounding area is a veritable Sl

. paradise for sight seers &nd shutter bugs¢ Here of all places in Japan . -

. one gees gorgeous temples and shrines, imposing pilaces, and pﬁeturesque

. streets; Tours were mede to Kyoto, the site of Japans aneient ecapital,

 Here to, visits were made to the famous Higashi Hongaml Temple; the ancient-' O
-._Imperial Palace, NYo. Castle, the. Heroic Shrine, and a 811k Weaving Fac'tory,f:?‘-" |

Leaving Kobe, the ship operated with a task “orce it il the 9th of .

January &t which time she was ordered as support ship to the Formosa Patrol
- and served as station tanker in Kaoshiung, Taiwan, - Kaohsiung is typical of- the
.. Orient today, Here ome sees a blending of the Bast and West, The ancient i

and modern trucks, jeeps, trains: and Steam Ships, The gangs of coolie
" performing tasksy (usually accomplished by machines). by band, wagms drawn

by oxen, or by man power, Men and women working in water up to their knees
planting the rice crop, Soldiers, Sailors, Merchants, Farmers all blended
into a hodge podge of humanity struggling in a oountry, 1iv:'Lng under the o
. threat of being engulfed by Gomnmnis'h Ghina., _ , ‘ e

During the stay in Kaohsi\mg, excursions were . made into h:llls to visit
‘the eborigines, the first citizens of Taiwan. These people are a happy

- 1lot, and are always willing to perform na‘bive danees and exhibi‘b oustoms A
to 'l'.he visitors, ) : , ,ﬁ,

- In oarly February the USS CHEMUNG vn.sited the British Crown Golony of
Hong Kong,' Gh:.na. . Here the crew found many places of interest includlng - ..
the famous Tiger Balm Gardens, 4 1ift that carries one high on a mountain = -

_over looking she harbor end the city, modern hotels and night clubs, But .
mogt of all the opportunity to shop offered by one of the last du’c.y free .
pur‘ts of the world . L

o Upon leaving Hong Kong, the ghip re‘burned to Kaohsiung, Taiwan for a
‘brief stay, then proceeded to Subic Bay, P. I,, and then to Quintang Point.:
" laying Just inside the bay from the World War IX farnous Bataan Peninsula in :

: Man:lla Bay. ‘

_ Upcm 1eaving Quin‘bang Point the ghlp salled for Sydney, Auetralie on the
22nd of February, The 13 day trip from Manila Bay to Sydney was rether .- -
- uneventful with the exception of the call paid by His Majesty, King Neptunus )
"'Rex end his Court upon the occasion of the ship orossing the equator, In
~ the presence of His Majesty and the Gourt and after the proper initiation,
- all members of the crew that had not previcusly crossed the equator were .
accepted into the fraternity of the deep known as "Shellbecks" and became

deap water men. :

. Upon arriVal in Sydney on the 7th of March the Austrellans turned out in
mass 4o give a warm friendly welosme to.the American Sailors, Large groups.
of Australians visfted the ship each dey with invitations to varous. soelal .
affeirs given in the ship's honor,. The six day visit was all toc short to
truly become amoquainted with all of the wonders of Sydney and the surrounding.

- country, but on the 13th day of March the USS CHEMUNG pednted her bow toward
Pearl Harbor and home for leave and reunion with wives, families end sweev..-» :

" hearts,




_ On Apr:ll 2, 195'7 the G}MUNG tied up at the U S, Naval Shipyard o
Long Beach, Soon she departed for U,S, Naval Shipyard, Mare Island,. Vallejo, _

- Galifornia where she underwent a regular three month overhaul. Following:
- Underway Training and & month in Long Beach, the GHEMUNG with her 210 '
“enlisted men and 13 officers left Long Beach for ancther Western Pacific tour

of duty on October 22, 1957, . After seventeen days of crossing a stormy
Pacific, the ship arrived in Yokosuka, Japan, for & seven day stay, 4°

sightsesing tour to Tokyo provided sailors on their first cruise tc %the-
Western Pacific area an opportunity to visit Japen's capltal and foremost

industriel éity, From Yokosuka the GHEMUNG went to Kobe, Japan wheve she .

" perticipated in her first replenishment operations < of the tour,. During: the

stuy here, a group of men from aboard the ship made a visit to Kyo‘to, the -

-. " of the leading menufacturing citics of the country, Sasebo was the. next porb

of entry, and here the crew enjoyed their annual ship 8 party, along with
tours of the- Pearl Farm and Pottory Works, _ _

- During the momth: of December, ‘the CHEMUNG was selected o be the oiler

3 fo refuel the fleet and play Santa Claus for Operation Tra X, Before

leaving Sasebo 440 bags of mail, 78 Christmas treés, 62 boxes of ornameﬁts

© and wreaths were brought sboard for delivery to other ships in the South China
Sea srea, Christmas was observed underway as the ship participated &n these.

exercisess however a Chaplain was transferred aboard by highline to conduct.
christmas Day Servioos. . : . S

o Fellomns’ the Tra X Exercises, the GHEIHUNG entered port in Subic Bay,
Philippines; for a new supply of oil, provisions, and maill, During the:
ten day stay here a number of the crew had the opportunity to meke an .
overnight sightseeing visit to Manila, the largest eity in this group of -
i1slands, %he 60 mile trip from Subic to Manila took 4 hours each way by ..

- bus, and gave the sailors a chance to see the farmer at work in the rice

paddiee and sugar cane f'ields,

.. From Subic the CHEMUNG sailed for Hong Kong for the purposes of a six
day rest and recreation period for all hands, On the way she stopped by - -
Kaohsiung, Taiwan, for replenishment exercises with the Chinese Nationelist-
Navy., ‘With the ald of OChaplain ' 1n Hong Kong, the crew ‘donabed -
$200,00 worth of ‘clothing and food to the Fat Choy Drive, a charity organizatio:
for apphanages in that country, Members of the ship also took adveantage of

“reduced prices to do much shopping for themselves, and to acquire souvenirs .-
40 take back to ths states. Two tours were provideds one around Hong Kong

Island -and the other around Kowloon and the New Territories, The latter trip

| -went to within one-half mile of the C ommuni st border in Red Chinae

After Hong Kong the CHEMUNG headed back for mbic for a 10 day upkeep

' aveilability period in preparaticn for Operation Strongback. From Subic

the CHEMUNG went into Kechsiung for 9 days to act as stetion ship, and to
refuel the destroyers in that area. Here a tour was provided to Tainan, an.
old Chinese oity of “many temples and shrines. _ :

: Follcwﬁ.ng a quick run to Sasebo, Japan, the CHEMUNG sgain headed South A
to gervice the fleete=-=this time in Operation Strongback, In this Operatim
she sttained her best replenishment rates, transferring.5,406 barrels '

(227,052 gallons) of oll per hour to a carrier, and 3,168 barrels (133,056) '

gallons per hour to & destroyer. After 18 days of maneuvers and replenishment
opetationa at sea, the AOBO arrived in Yokosuka for her final duty on: thia 'ttm‘;t‘
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"in the Far Bast, After a few last visits to Tokyo and Kamekura, the

CHEMUNG gteamed for Long Beach on 22 March with & two day stopover in’
Pearl Harbor enroute. ' She arrived in Long Beach on April 9th, 1958,

o During this tour of duty the CHEMUNG gave oil, aviation gas, and dieseli .
fuel to 60 destroyers, 7 carriers, 3 cruisers, 2 LST's, 1 APA, 1 AKA, and 2
other oflers. The ship also carriéd ocut her service responsibil 1ties with a8

number of provision replenishments in addition to her refuelinzc,

The CHEMUNG frequently was a morale faotor as she brought mail Tty the
fLBOt;

The GHEMUNG is entitled 4o the following avards, decorations, medals,

stc., with engagements stars as indicated
ANERTCAN DEFENSE SERVICE MED&L |
- WMERTCAN CAMPAIGN NEDSL |
'EUROPE, AFRICAN & MIDDLE EAST CAMPATGN MEDAL (2 sTaRS)
" ASTATIC PACIFIC GAMPAIGN MEDAL
‘VICTORY MEDAL WNIL = o
| NAVY OCXUATION SERVIGS YOUAL (JAPAN)
GHINA SUVICE MEDAL (EXIENJED)
UNITED hii;.:u"ons SFRVICE MEDAL
_KORFAN SERVICE MEDAT (4 STARS)
NATYONAL DEFENSE SERVIGE MEDAL
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The U.S.S. CHEMUNG (A0-30) began her Naval Career on July 3, 1941, at

* Brooklyn Navy Yard, when she first broke her commission pennant under the commend

of Commandéy £. T, SPELLMAN, U.S. Navy. She is a converted merchant tanker, the
ex-Es50 Amnapolis, and was purchased from the Standard 041 Company of New Jersey
to sugment the Fleet's small tanker force which was hard pressed to supply the
insatiable appetite for oll of an ever increasing Navy.

So desperats was the need for a tanker of her size and speed, she was sent to
sea only ten days after commissioning, her totel.armament then consisting of two
50 caliber mechine guns. From that time until the day peace was declared she wes
never idle, scurrying from the loading ports %o the Mexiean Gulf to rendezvous at
2;; with the Atléntic Flest which was guarding the lifelines to England, Russia

Africa.

In all; she crossed the sub-infested North Atlentic twenty-eight timess some+
times in convoy, sometimes with only one escort; and on one occasion, in April

1942, one of the darkest moments of the submarine warfare, she made a round 'trip

alone to Ieeland; dependent solely upon her high- speed and the vigilance of-her
gun crews for safety.

The CHEMUNG: pirticipated in the North African invasion of 1942, and was attach-
ed to the task force effecting the invasions of Sicily, Anzio and Southern France.
As a fitting reward for her long record of efficiency and dependability,. she wa.s
selected as the tanker to fuel the late President Roosevelt's speedy convoy on his
trip to the conferenece at Yalta in 1942.

In her years ¢f service to the Navy, her log reads like a Grand Cooke’s Tour:
England, Scotland, Ireland, Algiers, Gran, Casablanca, the Azores, Bermuda, Cuba,
Aruba, Panama, the Caroline Islands, Okinawa, Japan, formosa, Hong Kong, Arabia,:
Cuam, Kwajelein, Midway, Pearl Harbor, Singeapore, Manila, Ceylon, and Korea. In
all she had by 1945 hauled 174,300,000 gallons of fuel to the Flest, and, in so
doing ammassed a grand total of 257,487 miles travelled over 10 different oceans
and seas,

Although she iravelled constantly in combat waters, on only one occasion was
she seriously damaged. On 21 August 1942, before the country!s radar production
was sufficient to eguip the entire fleet; the USS BUCK's stern was sliced off in
& collision. Another destroyer in the convoy, the USS INGRAHAM, while rushing
in to recover survivors, was rommed by the CHEMUNG, The INGRAHAM blew up and sank
almost immediately, the CHEMUNG lost 30 ft. of her bow and was set afire, Although
carrying a full load of explosive cargo she did not explode and by perfectly co-
ordinated damage control parties; coupled with some smart ship handling, the fire
vas extinguished without any loss of 1lifs. Despite her damaged bow she managed to
take the USS BUCK in tow and proceeded to the Boston Navy Yard to be refitted for
War .

After compiling an enviable record in the Atlantic she was transferred to the
Pacific Fleet and at the same time started on a voyage which was to take her com=
pletely around the world in the ensuing five montHs. The capitulation of the
Japanese found her in Pacific Waters. .
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Sailing from Wakenoura Wen, Japan on 15 Getober 1945: her arr:lval in Norfolk,
Va. on 6 December 1945 marked the end of & 142 days trip during which she had
~travelled 31,027 miles in ten different seas; She became ons of the first
vessels of the U.S. Navy 10 have completely circled the globe singe the cruise
of the Great White Flest at tho turnor the contury.

During 1946, 1947, and most of 1948 she served as a Fleet Tanker in the
Atlantic, Much ot this period was spent in repsiring the ravages inflicted

by the sea and the hardships of wartime ttnuﬂng the remaindore in servicing
the Flest.

Late in 1948 she served \dth the Maditerranean Flest as part of the Sixth
Task Force, During this six month tour sho visited the hitherte unfamilisr
porte of Naples, Italy; Psleum Bay, Greeces Augusta, Si.cily; Colfs Juan, France;
Cyprus, Tripoli, Lybia, and Gibraluro

‘Before being transferred to ‘the Pactific Fleet in 1950, the CHEMUNG was to
further operete off the unfamilisr coastlines of Greenland, Labrador, Nova Scotia, °
end New Foundiand, ,

On 3 July, 1950 she was dmm-d aud boeamn part of the Pacific Reserve
Flest at San Diego, Califomnia.

Shortly after the cutbreak of the Koresn Qai' the CHEVING was recalled to duty,
breaking her recommissioning pennint on Y December 1950 under the command of Comme
ander George G, MOLUVPHY, U.S. Nawvy,

The CHEVUNG was active throughout the Korean Conflict and earned a fine reput-
ation for speed, afficiency, and alertnese during refueling operations with the
United Nation®s ships; In addition to her normal refueling commitments in Novem=
ber of 1951 she was dispatched 10 Formosa to become a station ship for U. H. Forces
angaged in blockading the Chiness Mainland.

Completing her first Korean tour she began & voysgs that was W nga.in garry her
almost around the world, Sent to Ras Tanurs, Arsbiz to load carge that was sube
soquant}.y oft<loaded in Guam, she then proceeded Lo the States,

June 1952 found her back with the United Nations Forces in Korea, She
completed her second t.our shortly before the Feace Conference convened at Pan=

munjon,

Since the Korean Truce the CHEMUNG has followed the opsrating cycle common to
most Pacific Fleet Oilers which consists of alternste six month overseas assignments
and thres month stateside toure, interrupted only by a bi-anniial yard overhaul.

While coidewar tensions have forced the Navy into I aeemingly perpetual at.andby
status and an extreaely rugged operating schedule, the CHEMUNC®s overseas assign-
_ments have navertheleas bacome a2 matter of relatively unevent.ful routins.

Each tour, both overseas and in thestates, has not passed howsver, without some
gccursnce somewhat cut of the ordinary, In January 1955 for instance, the ship
left Yokosuka, Japan and headed south under secret ordors to become the flapship
of the logistic support unit engaged in the evacuetion of the Communist “hreatened
" Tachen lslands, During this 19 days operation the CHEMUNG hed 74 ships alongside

for replenishment.
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The 1956-1957 cruise was marked by & six day good will tour to Sydnsy;
Australia and December 1957 found tne CHEMURG pleying Santa Claus to SEVENTH
PLEET ships in Operation TRA-X. In Samebo, Japan 440 bags of mall; 78 chrisimas
trees, 162 boxes of ornamenkts, and 50 holly wreaths viere loaded on board for
delivery to the TRA.X 3&31%>& in the South China Sea-

5

The following July/he ship herself participated in a large exerciese - the
STRIKE X, Operation Blus Bolt, comducied off the coast of Northern California.
Highlight of the operation was provided by & grand parade and pagsage in review
. in San Frencisco Bay. This "HIGHLIGHT" however, gave the CHEMUNG and crew & few

uncomfortable moments. Steaming in a tight parade Tormation the CHEMUNG passe
beneatn the Golden Gate Bridge on the afternoon of 3 July. Ahead, the USS
HASSAYAMPA (AO-145) meneuvered 1o starboard and the CHEMUNG followed. in her wake.
Suddenly and before corrsctive measures could be effected, 5 tc 7 knot harbor
currents foreced the ship aground on the banks just northwest of Alcatrae
Island. Assisted by six tugs and a highpthe ship managed to free herself in
approximately two hours. Fortunately, divcr inspection revealed no hull damage
thereby enabling her to finish her sssigmment in Blus Bolt,

Mid July brought news of heightened tensions in the Middle East and the
CHEMUNG quickly departed for WestPac. Upon srrival in Subic Bay, P.I. she was -
.called upon to cerry out a specisl mission. On orders uhrevealed to her crew,
she was dispatched to Singapore, B.C,C., thence through the Straits of Malacca.
and deep intu the Indian Ocean to replenish the USS ESSEX (CVA-9) and a destroyer
division enroute from the Mediterransan to the troubled Western Pacific.

During the 1959 cruise while operating off the coast of Japan the CHEMUNG
refusled or had alongside almost every prineipal ship in Japan's post-war Navy.
Designated the Japahese Maritime Self Defense Force whose backbone consists of
13 destroyer type vessels. The CHEMUNG accomodated 9 of them in one days operations.

On 15 December of that year the ship left Yokosuka on the first leg of her
homeward journey. Although scheduied to arrive in Pearl Harbor on 25 December, the
crew was prevented from spending Christmas in port when the ship was Gotoured many
miles to affect a special assistence mission. Two WW 11 jeep carriers were under
tow by the Duteh Tug ELBE when the tow line parted amd the carriers wers cast adrifi.
The Navy had dispatched a destroyer to patrol the area until the ELBE could recover
her tow. CHEMUNG's part in this mission was 4o report to the scene of the mishap and
refuel the patrolliing destroyer.

The next yearts cruise found the ship frustratingly close to issuing Blue Nose
Certificates to it's crew members. The return trip to the States was routed north
through the Bering Sea rather than south through Pearl Harbor. The ship refueled
& U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey Ship off St. Lawrence Islend, Jjust 120 miles south
of the Artic¢ Circle.
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The CHEMUNC iz entiiled o wear the foilc iy swards ard decorations,
engageaent stars as indicated:

AMERIGAN DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL
AMERICAN CAMPAIGN MEDAL

EUROPE, AFRICAY & MIEDLE BAST CAMPAION MEDAL, (z STaRS)
ASIATIC PACIFIC CAMPAIGN MEDAL

VICTORY MEDAL WW 77

NAVY OCOUPATION SERVICE MEDAL (JAPAN)

CHINA SERVICE MEDAL (EXTENDED)

UNITED NATIONS SERVICE MEDAL

KOREAN SERVICE MEDAL (4 STARS)

NATIONAI. DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL




The USS CHEMUNG (A0-30) began her Naval Career on July 3, 1941
at the Brooklyn Navy Yard, when she firgt.broke her comriseien peauant
under the command of Commander F, T. SPELLMAN, U.S. Navy, She is &
converted merchant tanker, the ex~Esso Annapolis, and was purchased frem
the Standard 0il Company of New Jersey to augment the Fleeths small
tanker Perce which was hard pressed to supply the insstiable appetite
for oil of an ever increasing Navy,

HISTORY OF USS CHEMUNG (A0-30)

So desporate was the need for a tanker of her size and speed, she
was sext to sea enly ten days after commissioning, her total armament
thon-armsiating of two 50 calibre machine guns, Frem that time until
8ce was declared throughout the world she wag mever idle,
g from the loading ports of the Mexican Gulf te rondezvous at
h the At&gmtie Fleet which was: guarding the maihea of England,

'ho Iceland, abp'endaut aelely upon
: her gun craéws. far éh.fety.

Thé"'ﬂss_ smnum u&;e) | émz :

sted in the North African imvasioen

of ag &t 'ched %0 the tadk forces effecting the invasions of

8 ad 20T e.. As a Pitting reward for her lomg

reéc d ‘bility, ahe was aeloeted ag the tanker 2
to J

In her yoars .of semee for the Navy, her:log reeds like a Cocke's
' ngi; ‘i‘;reland,'l’celapﬁ, o1, Or_a_n,

.-_,eaa, Heng Kong,
inally Korea, In ali : :
6 1y 300,000 'galiy a of fuel to the fleet, and, » |

msssed a grand ‘to'bal of 28" ,1.9'7 wiles over eight ase?ferent SR
and’ seas, a distance greater than that to the moon.

_ Althmgh she traveled congtantly in cokbat waters, in only ¢
instance waa she seriously damaged. On 21 August 191..2, before the
country's redar production was sufficient to equip the entire fleet, the
USS_-, BUCK's stern was sliced off in a collision, Another destroyer in the
convey, the USS INGRAHAM, in. rushing in to pick up survivors, was rammeéd.

by the OHEEUNG The INGRAHAM blew up and sank almost immediately., The

CHEMUNG: was set afire and although carrying a full load of explosive eargo
t blow up and by perfectly coordinated damage control parties,
corupled with some smart ship handling, the fire was extinguished without
the loss of a single life. With 30 feet of her bow blown off, she managed
to take the USS BUCK in tow and preceeded to the Boston Navy Iard to be -
refi“hted for war,




_ After: cpmpiling an o;aﬁj‘able' record in the Atlasntic she was trans-
ferred to the ‘Pacific Flest and, at the same time, stabted en a voyage
which was ° ake her completely around the world in the emsuing five

months, T pitulatien ef the Kipponese found her in Pacifie Water.

She was attached te a service -squadren engaged in eccupational
duty in the Japanese heme waters when ordered te the United States im
company with the USS CALIFORNIA end USS TENNESSEE and six destroyers
en a good will victery. voyage., This imcluded four day sejourms in
Singeporé, Colembe, Ceylon and Gapetown, South Africs. Sailing frem
Wakaneura Wan, Japan on October 15, 1945, the trip was completed in
fifty-twe daya, terminating in Norfolk, Virginia, December 6, 1945,

Her retm'n to Norfolk marked the end of her glebe-girding tour
after coyering 31,027 wiles through ten different oceans and seas in
142 days, becomihg ens of the first vessels of the U.S. Navy te com-
pletely circle ‘the " ‘globe since the .cruise of the Grea‘b White Fleet at
the turh of the cen‘hury

Upon return to Atlantic duty she was given a richly desserved
holiday peried ia ﬂaltinore, Har; ,gmd, ohebling the crew to enjoy their
first' hoﬁaay season:’ at “home since the beginning of the war.

During the.f-:yoars 1946, 1947 apd. ﬂost part of 1948, the CHEMUNG
served in the Fleet as a Fleet. tanker, Much of the time
_was spent receiv’ ; eded repairs, but 'alse during this time she
;est‘ablished‘an enviab cord as a fleet eiler.

of 1948’-"3119 was sent to the Mediterranean Sea
‘ 66t, .28 part of the Sixth Task Ferce.
. ;serving the Sixth Task Force, the
_ KL IBW es -guch sst Naples, Ttaly; Paleum Bay, Greece;
Augusta, Sicily, Gibraltar;’ Gyprus + Tripoli, Iybia, Pireeus, Greece; and
Galfe Juan, France.

- After the above tour of. du'by in the Mediterranean phe. was trans-
forred to Nerfolk, Vivginia for a'well needed overhaul, She was lster
sent to operate offthe coasts of: Greenland ;s Lebrader, Nove Scotia end

‘New Foundland. :

~In 1950 the CHEMUNG was transferred to the Pacific Fleet, starting
a voyage that toeok her through the Panama Canal, where she spent a short
time, before departing for the West Coast, On 3 July 1950 she was decom-
misgioned and made a part of the Pacific Resérve Fleet at San B:Lego,
Caliform.a. ,

Shortly after the outbreak of the Korean War, the CHEMUNG was again
called back to duty, breaking her recommissioning pennant of the lst day
of December, 1950, under the commend of Commander George G. MOLI]E’H}, U.S.

Ravy.
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Departing for Jepan early in 1951 she ran into a typhoon. Due to
the vigilance and alertness of her crew she sustsined only minor damages.
4 fire 'broke out on her main switchboard in the emgine ropm, but was
extinguished after a short time. Arriving in Japan she whs in need of
repairs to the switchboard and after spending a few weeks in Yokosuka,
Japan she was sent back to the t Sound Naval Shipyard at Bremerton,
Naahington for overhaul; and in #id 1951 she was sent to KoreaWaters.

There she was attached to service squadron THREE, which wes engaged in
supporting the United Nations Forces against the Gommunists in Koresa.

While rendering services to the United Natiens shipa off the shores
of Korea she esrned an enviable reputation as.a replenishment ship, &She
wag well known for ‘spsed, efriciéncy and alertness during refueling oper-
ations 'ith the United Nations ships.

" In the latter part of 1951 she was sent to Fbrmosa, to act as a
station ship for the Blockading force of Formosa agdinst the Chinese
Mainla é, ‘She ‘was then sént to ang Kong, B.C. C., “for a four day stay.
-Gn~& Januery. 1952, Gaptain MOLUHPEY was »vad by Gommander C. B.
HENRI’ 5, U.S. Bavy, with ‘appropriate ceremoniés, Léawing Hong Kong
: eturned to Japan and Korean wbters to. centihue her service to
the Uhited Nationa Fbrces.

Aftar completing her tour with the United Nations Forces in the
Koresn Araa, 8he started on a voyage "%hat again ‘would take her almost
around ‘the world, = Sent:toiRas’ Tanura, Arsbia for a loéd of cargo, which
wag off loadqd in Guam, .she then proceeded to San Pedro, Californies via
Pear) H

After spending & short time in the Long" Basch Naval Shlpyard, she
was again gont to the Fér Rast in the Iattar ‘part of .June 1952, where she
again rendered invaluable support %0 the United Nations Forces operating
off the coast of North Korea. In November 1952 she was sent to Formosa

and spent Thanksgiving in Hong Kong, B,C.C.

In thruary 1953 ghe ‘started on the return voyage to San Pedro,
California, having pumped nearly 27,500,000 gallons of fusl to ships of
the Seventh Fléet, on 292 different oc¢cassions and steaming over 40,000
miles -during her stay in ‘the Far East.

Upon her arrival in the United. States, she underwent a much needed
overhaul at Mare Island Naval Shipyard, Vallejo, Celiférmia. On 1 July 1953
Captain HENRIQUES was relieved by Commander J, W, GEIST, USN, with appropriate
ceremonies, Upon completion of overhaul, shortly after the cessat;on of
nostilities in Korea, the CHEMUNG sailed to Pearl Harbor, T. H. where she
spent a two month period delivering her valuable cargo to the Mid-Pacific
Islands, She arrived in the Far Bast in November 1953 to begin her fourth
tour of duty in Korean Waters,

Arrival in Japan for the 1953-54 Asiatic tour marked the beginning of
a series of cold-war cruises that kept the CHEMUNG busy in her logistic sup-

port activities for the next two years.
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The early truce days in Kerea were uneasy ones., Task Ferce 77 was
on guard in full strength and their heeds for petroleum products continued
undiminished. The CHEMUNG résumed the difficult operating schedule of
Korean War, days, broken only by assignment to the Formesa Patrel, protecting
the newly 'aggressive Nationalist Chinesze,

Treuble 1n Indo China in early April 1954 brought the CHEMUNG to the
Philippine eperating area via Hong Kong, A short peried of replenishment
for the U.8. Ferces in the South China Sea ended with relief and return
of the CHEMBNG to the United States in May 1954.

Nost of the summer's "rest and recreation" peried was spent working
on underway training of other ahipa &nd participation !.n fleet exercises.

Heading for Sesebo;, Jap&n'in eé,
routed in mid-ecean to Subiec’ Bay, P bring her carge to the still
active Inde-Chins emérgency area. I early November 1954, Captain GEIST
was relieved by Commander Paul H, BJARNASON, U.S. Navy, with the appropriate
ceremonies, A return visit to invasion threetenéd’ ‘ormoga in middle
November ended the southern. phage .and the GHEHUNG;.praceeded north to
winter in Sasebo, Jepan with. one emergency trip to Pusan, Korea.

September 39\32; ‘the ship was re-

. A month in Japan was devoted to ship improvements, . In 1ste

January, under ‘the cemmand of Gaptain P.H, BJARNASON, U,S. Navy, the
CHEMUNG moved south agein under secret orders to become the flagship of
the logistic auppert unit in the evacuation of the Tachen Islands, With
the units of the seventh fleet supporting the Tachen operatioms, the
CHEMUNG ‘was 4gain; in her element, "providing logistic suppert®, During
the 19 days ‘of the operation, the GHEMUNG replenished a totsl of 74 ships.
Captain BJABNAS@N rece:ived the "LegLen of Merit" award in recegaitien of
‘the CHEMUNG's 'j. . ok

The 1954—55 teur of duty ended with a week in Hong Kong follmd by
the voyage ‘home via Pearl Harber, T.H,

lﬁ.d—b,pril found the CHEMUNG: ¢onmenéing an extensive overhaul, at.
the private shipyards in’ San Frandiseo which ended with 3 weeks of traine
ing under Commander Fleet Training Group, Sem Diego in August 1955, After
an upkeéep period in her home port of Long Beach she deployed to WESTPAC
at the -end of September 3955,

During the CHEMUNG 1955-56 tour in WESTPAC the ship visited Sasebo amd
Kobe, Japen. The month of November was spent in Koahl!ﬁ&;ﬁ,ﬂ'ﬁim, scting
as station tanker and in support of the 7th Fleet units, eperating as the
Formosa Pstrel. During the pericd 1 to 6 December the CHEMUNG was in Hong
Kong where members of the crew enjoyed a much needed rest, Leaving Hong
Kong on the é6th of December the ship proceeded to Subic Bey in the
Philippine Islands to underge & period of upkeéep and repair. Ghristmap .
of 1955 was spent in Subic Bay. Departing Subic Bay on 3 January 1956 the
CHEMUNG spent three days in Manila, P.I., then returned to Subie Bay.
Departing Subic Bay on 9 January the CHEMUNG proceeded to sea on sssigned -
mission of refueling units of the 7th Fleet, On 12 January 1956 Cemmander
H.H. deLAUBEAL, U.S. Navy, was received on board by hi-line. On 14 January

1956 Commender deLAUREAL relieved Captain BJARNASON ag Commanding Officer.

L]




Shbrhly after the "Change of Command" ceremonies, Captain BJARNASON left
s the ship via hi=line fer a tour of duty with the Chief ef Naval Operatiems,

In ‘M.arch 1956, the Chemung Geparted WESTPAC, baving cempleted her ™eur
of duty® &nd sailed fer Leng Beach, Califernisa via Poarl Harber. Arrivimg
in Leng Beach en 19 April, the pumier was spent in the Leng Beach - Sam
Diege area in a perioﬁ of {ipkeep by the c¢rew and operatiems with the under-
wayriraining grewp. nde ay,~the 30th of July, the CHEMUNG staged a
wive's cruise. On this até the wives ef efficers and enlisted men came
on beard and went te sea for ene day with the ship. The ship exeeuted
General Drills, simulated refueling anether tanker and returned to Leng
Beach, This gave the wives an oppertunity te ebserve their husbands ir
their duties and gave them a better understanding of their husbands werk,
The ‘consensug of epinien was that everyene thoroughly enjeyed the day.

The: CHEMUNG is entitled to the feollewing awards and decorations with
engagement stars as indicated.

~American Defense Serviee Hedal
| American Campaign Medal
Eurcpe, Africa and ¥iddle East campaign ¥edal (2 Stara)
Lsiatic-Pacific Campaign Madal
Navy Occupation Service Medal (Asia & Europe)
China Service Medal '(Extenaéa)
Natienal Defense Service Medal
Kerean Seﬁiee Medal
United Nations Service Medal
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Chemung

A river in New York.

I

(AO-30: dp. 7,295; 1. 553"; b.45"; dr. 32'4"; s. 18 k.; cpl. 304; a. 1 5"; cl. Cimarron)

The second Chemung (AO-30) was launched 9 September 1939 as Esso Annapolis by Bethlehem-
Sparrows Point Shipyard, Inc., Sparrows Point, Md., under a Maritime Commission contract;
sponsored by Miss Howard ; acquired by the Navy 5 June 1941; and commissioned 3 July 1941,
Commander E. T. Spellman in command. .

From 13 July 1941 until the entry of the United States into World War II, Chemung operated
between east coast ports and the oil ports of Texas and Louisiana transporting fuel oil.

From 20 December 1941 to 3 January 1942 she issued fuel at Argentia, Newfoundland. Reloading at
Norfolk, she steamed to Hvalfjordur, Iceland carrying fuel (19 February-25 March), then operated
between Norfolk and the Gulf ports from 1 April to 16 May. Following another tour as fuel station
ship at Hvalfjordur (30 May-26 June), Chemung departed from New York 20 August with a convoy
bound for the United Kingdom. Two days later Ingraham (DD-444) collided with her at night. The
destroyer sank almost immediately when the depth charges on her stern exploded. Chemung,
although heavily damaged by the explosion and resulting fires, reached Boston 26 August for
repairs.

Steaming 1 October 1942 to Beaumont, Tex., to load fuel, Chemung accompanied the North African
assault force to sea, remained off the coast during the landings, then returned to Norfolk 30
November to resume coastwise fuel runs. From 15 February 1943 to 11 June 1945 Chemung
alternated five convoy voyages to United Kingdom ports and five to North Africa with coast-wise and
Caribbean cargo duty and station duty at Bermuda and in the Azores.

An assignment to occupation duty in the Far East found Chemung circumnavigating the globe as
she cleared Norfolk 18 July 1945, passed through the Panama Canal for service at Okinawa 17
September to 13 October, and returned by way of the Cape of Good Hope to Norfolk 6 December.
She operated with the Atlantic Fleet, serving the 6th Fleet in the Mediterranean (12 November 1948-
1 April 1949), until 17 March 1950, when she sailed for San Diego, where she was decommissioned
and placed in reserve 3 July 1950.

Recommissioned 1 December 1950, Chemung steamed to the Far East 28 January 1951 for a brief tour
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refueling forces engaged in the Korean War. During her second tour of duty (7 July 1951-20 April
1952), she supported United Nations troops in Korea, served on the Formosa Patrol, then
transported oil from Ras Tanura, Arabia, to Guam. She again sailed from San Pedro 24 June 1952 to
support the 7th Fleet off Korea until returning to Mare Island for overhaul on 24 February.

In nine succeeding tours of duty in the western Pacific from her home port at San Diego between 1953
and 1960, Chemung supported many of the 7th Fleet's most notable contributions to the keeping of
peace in the Far East. During her 1954-55 tour she provided fuel for the ships carrying out the
evacuation of the Tachen Islands. During each of the tours she has served as station tanker at
Kaohsiung, Taiwan, fueling the ships of the Taiwan Patrol.

Chemung received two battle stars for World War II service, and four for service in the Korean War.
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